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1860 


REPORT. 


Town of Wakefield, in Account with the Selectmen, for the Year 


ending February 20, 1860. 


To amount paid the State Treasurer, 


<4 


ce 


‘ County ‘“ 


paid 8. D. Quarles, School Commissioner 


** amount paid the several School Districts: 


for Carroll County, 


Dist. No.1. Paid John K. Fellows, . 


74 


ce 2. 


mad. 


Hiram Paul, 

John A. Cook, 

John 8S. Lang, 

Mark N. Sibley, ; 
David W. C. Wentworth, 
Joseph Smith, 

William P. Burley, 
Albra Wentworth, 
Algernon 8. Weeks, 
Joseph M. Woodman, 


To paid John W. Lang, for Edmund B. Tib- 


bets, School money, 


$199 50 


435 54 


8634 84 


11 40 


$654 24 


+ 


Amount paid the several Religious Societies, for the year 1859: 


Paid Marvin Leffingwell for the Congrega- 
tional Society for 1859, 

*¢ “Moses Perkins, one-third of the interest 
of ministerial fund, due F. W. Baptist 
Society for 1859, 

‘¢ Bela Townsend one-third of the alee 
of ministerial fund, due F. W. Baptist 
Society for 1859, ; 

“¢ John Farnham one-third of the ‘debe est 
of ministerial fund, due EF. W. Bap- 
tist Society for 1859, 


17 91 


Q OT 


5 97 


35 82 


Amount paid for the support of Paupers for the year ending Feb- 


ruary 20, 1860: 


To paid James Tuttle, in part for services of 
Peter Cook on town farm, 

“6 the town of Middleton for supplies 
furnished family of S. P. Nutter, 
and his funeral expenses, _ 

<6 W.. UB. Reynolds, for 19 visits and 
medicine for 8. P. Nutter, ; 

co) DD. Parker & Son; forh0: visits 
and medicine for 8S. P. Nutter, 

6 6J. P. Bancroft, expenses of Mrs. 
Ann Connolly, : ; 

«6 William )=Powell, for support of 
Thomas Young and wife, 

¢ 6 6 William Powell, 1 bushel corn for 
Alms House, 

.  ~6William Powell, for 3 Ths, tobanaety 


«6 James B. Howard, for conveying 
Nath’l Burbank to Alms House, 
« 6 ~Sam’l H. Smith & Son, 2 lbs. tobacco, 


Amount carried forward, 


$105 06 


15 44 
14 25 
15 75 


151 08 


TT 02 


1 66 


— 


$380 26 


Cys 


Amount brought forward, . 


_ To paid Sam’l H. Smith & Son, 19 Ibs. fish, 


« 


74 


&% 


& 


& 


66 


&é 


“é 


od cts., ms 
ss ae ee 2 ace mo- 
lasses, . ' . ‘ 


Sally Allen, for support of infant 
child of Benj. Allen’s, 40 weeks, 75 
cts. per week, 

Lydia Allen, for maser of B. AL 
len’s child 4 weeks, . 

Samuel 8. Parker, for stipport ‘of 
Abby Wentworth from Feb, 22, 
1859, to Feb. 20, 1860, : 
Robert H. Pike, for expense of Jo- 
seph Moody, 

Avery H. Gilman, for axiine of 
Joseph Moody, 

John Tredick, for expense of ie 
seph Moody, 

D. G. Rollins, for coffin for bode of 
Jos. Moody, and expenses, 

Joseph Smith for boarding Benja- 
min Dore, 5 weeks and 4 days, 
Samuel W. Roberts, for medical at- 
tendance on Moses Copp, . ° 
Isaac T. Clark, tax on town farm, 
Charles EH. Swinerton, for 2 bage 
corn, 


Charles E. action, for 1 tb. ay | 


,40 cts.; 30 Ibs. fish, 90 cts., 
Gbislsc. K. Switteiton! for 1 1-2 yds. 
print and thread, 


the widow of 8. P. Nutter, at J. 
Tredick’s store, 


Amount carried forward, 


4 50 
4 31 


6 10 


8 00 


_—_—_—_- -— ——__- 


$492 91 


Amount brought forward, . : : : . $492 O1 
To paid Samuel W. Roberts, for medical 
services, rendered at Alms House, 
mainly for Dan’l Quimby, from 
April 25, 1859, to Feb. 16, 1850, 17 00 
sc * 6¢ Samuel W. Roberts, for 2 visits at 


Benjamin Dame’s, : : : 1 00 
—— 18 00 
Amount of pauper bills added and brought 
forward, . : : ; 510 91 


Amount paid for the repairs of roads and bridges, for the year 
ending February 20, 1860: 


To paid Charles Dore, for land of Horatio 

D. Hanson, taken for road, Novem- 

ber, 1859, « , 23 00 
‘¢ ¢ Charles Dore for NE een ae 

road, ; : ; : ‘ 15 00 


-_—— 38 00 
<¢ 666) Warren Nutter for land taken for 
road.) y. : 6 00 
¢ 6%) Warren Nutter, tar aati 15 ods 
road, Is., . - A : : 12 50 
pee. 18 50 
“6% Asa G. Wentworth, for land for 
widening highway, in Nov., 1859, ; 8 00 
6“ ¢ Aaron Nason, for land for widen- 
ing highway, in Nov., 1859, 4 00 
«6 ~Noah Kimball, for 1,964 feet bridge 
plank, . ; Os ME 
“6 Noah Kimball for fant High 3 92 
— 19 63 
6%) ©6George Gage, for 1,064 ft. plank, 8 49 
«6 6 George W. Abbott, for ee 
bridge, : T5 
cc 6) 6Nathaniel H. (aole for Non “Ree 
roadtax, . : ; 5 40 


——$—$$_—____—. 


Amount carried forward, ; ; : $102 77 


(74 


<4 


-t 


Amount brought forward, 
To paid Peter Cook, for road tax on town 


(74 


“ 


farm, : ; ‘ : ; 
Adam Brown’s non res. road tax, 
John Gerry’s 66 é< ““ 6< 
John 8S. Lang, for 4 oak stringers 
for bridge, 16 ft. long, 

Chesley Jenness, for railing Perkins 
bridge, ; 

ite Pike, non res. med tax, 


Amount of road bills added, 


- $102 77 


213 
410 

36 
3 50 


2 50 
1 52 


$116 88 


Amount paid on outstanding bills and liabilities incurred prior 


to February 20, 1858: 


To paid John L. Wiggin, 1 year’s interest 


66 


74 


74 


74 


ee 


ce 


74 


74 


ee 


ce 


6 


ce 


on note to Oct. 8, 1859, 

John Mathes, 1,033 ft. bridge fan 
ns “« for use of derick 8 1-2 

days, eee the ropes, &c., in 

1857, : 


Eben Deshon, for sawing wood for 
Selectmen’s office, in 1857, 

James W. Hill, for collecting taxes 
in 1857, : 

James W. Hill, for Plante of John 
J. Horn’s tax, in 1857, 


Adam Brown’s non res. road tax, 
for 1857, 

Daniel M. Christie, for avehgaaetsninl 
services in 1857, . 

James Thompson, for 1 day pafard 
Road Commissioners in 1857, 


Amount carried forward, - 


12 40 


17 60 


14 50 


1 70 


6 30 


30 00 


1 00 


Amount brought forward, ~ + 
To paid James B. Seales, one-third of min- 


<4 €é 


€6 66 


isterial fund, due the First F. W. 
Baptist Society for 1856 and 1857, 


James Young 2d. nete and interest, 
Isaac N. Fellows, fer the following 


abatements on his list fer the year 
1856: 


Shadrach Allen, . ‘ ut 


Moses Berry, ; ‘ 
Daniel P. Cottle, . ‘ : 
Thomas W. Mordough, 
Chesley Jenness, jr., 

Abijah Lane, 


To paid Pine River Bank, nete and interest, 


Sundry bills added prior to 1858, 


15 96 
811 34 


$512 83 


— -—————__——_——_— 


Amount paid on outstanding bills and liabilities, incurred since 
Feb, 20, 1858, and prior to Feb. 20, 1859 ; 


To paid George H. Wiggin, for supplies fur- 


66 66 


nished Alms House, 


Samuel W. Roberts, for ee Dis- 


trict No. 2, , 

Hiram Paul, for Shel District 
No. 2, . » . 
mae Copp, fer services of Poin 
Cook, to Apr., 1859, . ‘ 
G. H. & 8. E. Twombley, for print: 
ing town accounts, : : ‘ 
Mary A. Young, for note and in- 
terest, 8 ° ® 2 
Isaac D. Watson, for ae on road 
and Alms aie : ; ; 


Amount carried forward, - : 


32 28 
31 83 
10 14 
50 00 
55 00 
104 52 


9 25 


- $278 02 


To paid Ira J. Thompson, 2 1-2 days on 


66 


66 


é¢ 


66 


6é 


Amount brought forward, 


ce 


ce 


ce 


6 


ce 


ce 


ce 


te 


road, 4s. 6d., 
Ira J. Phompaoiti 1 Joke oxen ” leh 
days, 4s. 6d., 
Ira J. Phopinsts: cart as whigele 
1 1-4 days,. ; . 
Ira J. Thompson, horse 1 1-4 days, 


James Thompson, 4 1-2 ne on . 


road, 4s. 6d., 

James §, Tanbey: for work on nga 
and bridge, : 

Hiram Paul, expense of Si lebdancad 
and Petits: 

Isaac N. Fellas) hist one vk 
board of Sarah Willard, 

Noah Kimball, 1 1-2 dae: labor in 


_mending Benloct ‘ 


James McN. Cock, 1 day’s fahede on 
road, ; 
George W. Abbott, baad leg ex- 
pense of Moses Git : Pi 
Adam Brown’s non res. read tax, 
Algernon S. Weeks, for the follow- 
ing abatements for 1858 : 
Adam Brown’s nen res. tax 
on 11-2 lot No. 23, for 1858, 
Isaac N. Fellows, for loss of 
horse, . 


Ebenezer Garvin, for at of 
cider house by ‘fire, 


Isaac Welch, at his request, 
Shadrach Allen, : . . 
George W, Chapman, . 

John J. Horn, . 

John W. Sherborn, 


Ameunts carried forward, 


1 88 


16 
Amount brought forward, ; ¢ 


John H. Gliddon, 
Dayid R. Jones, 


Whole amount added, 


Amount of sundry bills for the year ending February 20, 1860: 
Paid S. H. Smith & Son, for 9 Ibs. nails, 


4 


+ is a “* stationery, 


ii. J. Lane, for stationery, é 

ligink Ghia for School Record Bod 

George Gage, for shingling the Town 
House, 

Andrew G. Hall, Aes ANA wagon + 
Ossipee, 

Andrew G. Hall, hoane i an fio 
Wakefield, ey : 


Andrew G. Hall, horse and maton to 


town farm, 

Andrew G. Hall, horse anid wagon Me 
Wakefield cares 

Andrew G. Hall, horse and ragpe i 
J. H. Hussey’s, Milton, 

Andrew G. Hall, horse and wagon te 
Warren Nutter’ s, twice, 

Andrew G. Hall, horse and wagon 16 
Wakefield Canine 


John Tredick, for 34 lbs. nails, 5 1-4 


cts., 
George Wadleich, aS nines no- 


tice, ° 
John F. Roberts, printing coun no- 


tices, 


Amount carried forward, 


45 
OT 


2 00 


1 87 


1 00, 


1 42 
3 87 
1 20 


36 60 


11 


Amount brought forward, -. 


Paid Thomas J. Dearborn, for balance on 


setting glass in Town House, 

* Thomas J. Dearborn, for furnishing 
water privilege for the public, 1 year 
and 7 months, to Feb. 20, 1860, 


“ Alvah H. Sawyer, Treasurer, for bal- 
ance due the town in 1858, 

“ Jsaac T. Clark, for the eilbwing abate- 
ments for 1859: 

William A. Malehane, for the 
tax on his stock and barn, de- 
stroyed by fire, 

Shadrach Allen, 

Alvah Wiggin, 

Joseph Brewster, 

Susan Archabald, 

Thomas Burnham, 

Isaac Welch, at his request, 

Joseph H. Pike, 


Paid Charles Chesley, for postage on returns, 

*¢ Charles Chesley, for writing article of 
agreement with Cook, . 

“ Charles Chesley, for sini Gonxe 
on I’. W. Mordough’s tax, 


Whole amount added, . 


$58 38 


5 15 


19 


15 74 


Amount paid for the services of town officers for the year ending 


February 20, 1860: 


Paid Nathanicl Barker for services as superintendent 


School Committee, 


Amount carried forward, 


$22 00 


$22 00 


Amount brought forward, 
Paid Albra Wentworth, for services as one 
of the Selectmen. 
. March 
1 day at office. ; ; ‘ : $1 50 
ril. 
T days taking inventory and making re- 
cords of births and deaths . 10 50 


4,“ making taxes, : : ; . Oa 
1 “ atalms house . : , : ‘1 50 
21 on road lists, : 2 <a 


4 “ straightening road near ait aia 
House in Dist. No. 10, : i : Td 
1 “ on School book, and apportioning 


School money, st 
Distributing road lists and indent si ury 
meeting, : : : : eee 
May. 
Making and posting warrant, and attend- 
ing School meeting in School Dist. No. 1. Td 


Prepairing county pauper bills and going 

to Ossipee before county Com. ; «oh eee 
1 day on Collector’s book and copying 

Non-Residents inventory, . : é 1 50 
Making Collector’s appointment, agree- 

ment, bond, and copying Collector’s 


Warranier ty 2, ” : ; iene anions HAS 
June. 
1 day on invoice, and making tax for 
School Dist. No. 1. : pea: 


Copying taxes for School Dist. No. 1 on 
Collector’s book ; making warrants for 
the same, and fig the same on 
town book, : : 1 50 
Copying town inventory an ae ; 4 50 


Amount carried forward, 


41 50 


$63 50 


13 


— Amount brought forward, 
ce. 
1 day at Corner and Middleton in rela- 
tion to 8. P. Nutter and family, 


1} days at Milton and eae in relation — 


to Asa Hutchins ‘ 

1 ony: examining road in James Thomp 
son’s Dist., and laying out road near 
J. iedmnan’s 


Oct. 
2 visits to Middleton in relation to Simp- 


son P. Nutter’s family, 
Noy. 
2 days laying out roads in S. B. Ames 
and James Thompson’s Districts, 
Revising Jury box, 
Paid postage for the year, 
Feb. 1860. 
Settling town accounts and preparing the 
same for publication, : 
Making check list, 


$63 50 


9 00 


2 00 
—_—— 20 48 


Alvah H. Sawyer, for services as one of the Selectmen. 


March. 
1 day at office, 
April. | 
_ 6 days on invoice and lists of births and 
deaths, 


10 days at office on re che Ses of baile 


and appointments, 
1 day straightening road, and See re- 
turn in School Dist. No. 10. 
1 day-at office, and Jury meeting, 
2 * at office, and on Collector’s book, 
Horse and waggon to Union Village, 


1 day at office on bonds and appointments, 


Amount carried forward, 


1 50 


9 00 
15 00 


1 50 

1 50 

3 00 

Td 

1 50 
—_—_— 33 75 


» $117 73 


14 


Amount brought forward, 
1 day distributing Surveyor’s lists aie 
appointments, ° ° ° 
June. 
1 day, making School house tax for 
Dist. No. 1., 
1 day at office, 


July. 
4 day at office, 

Aug. 
4 day at office, with Wentworth, 
as ae Namie A564) 65) 


1 “ in relation to Asa Hetciinee 
Sept. 


1 day on J. Thompson, and J. Woodman’s 


roads, 


1 day on J. rompers Subp lwoodaant S 


roads, 
Horse and, wagon to ‘Bast Wakefield, 
Oct. 
1 day at office, and Jury meeting, 
Nov. , 


2 days at S. B. Ames, and J. Thompson’s 


on roads, 


1 day at office, and making ee of ale 


Jan. 1860. 


1 day to Tuftonborough on account of Wm. 


I’. Kimball, 
Horse and sleigh to noRorough 
Feb. 


3 days settling bills, and preparing school 


book, 


Paid Express on money é pe R. Bank rice. 


16 postage stamps, 


6 days at office, and preparing eh aoe +5 


Amount carried forward, 


1 50 


1 50 


$117 73 


85 03 


oes 


$152 76 


15 


Amount brought forward, 


Joshua Brooks for services as one of the Selectmen. 


April, 1859. 
41 days taking inventory, 
5 * making taxes, 
1 “* at office, 
1 * on road lists, 
*¢ in relation to paupers, 
Attending Jury meeting, 
June. 
3 day at office, 
July. 
1 day at office, : ‘ 
Aug. 
1 day in relation to roads, 
Sept. 
1 day at Woodman and Nutter’s, on roads, 
Oct. 
Attending Jury meeting, - 
Writing and serving notices on land owners 
in relation toroads, . : ; : 
Nov. 
2 days laying out roads in S. B. Ames 
and James Thompson’s District, 
Jan. 1860. 
1 day in relation to paupers, 
Feb. 
6 days at office settling town accounts, 
Express and postage bills 


Charles Chesley for services as Town Clerk. 


1859. 
March, 8. 


To 1 day’s work in town meeting. 
74 4 ce “ce cs 74 


April, 20. 


Amount carried forward, 


6 75 
T 50 


1 50 


1 50 
75 
TO 


TS 


9 00 


$152 76 


$41 50 


1 50 


$195 76 


16 


Amount brought forward, . 

To posting notices, and drawing Jurors, 
April, 24. 

To expense of notifying Jurors 
Oct.1. 

To posting notices, and drawing Jurors, 
Oct. 3. 7 

To notifying Jurors, 
Feb. 17, 1860. 

To Recording Inventory, : 

To 56 pages of Record at 123 ets, 


Alvah H. Sawyer, for services as 'Town 
Treasurer, 


Amount paid for services of Town Officers, 


Recapitulation. 


Paid State and County Taxes, . . 

‘¢ County School Commissioner, 

*¢ several School Districts, 

‘¢ for support of paupers, 

“‘ for repairs of roads and br ribee 

‘¢ on outstanding bills and liabilities, in- 
curred prior to Feb. 20, 1858, 

‘¢ on outstanding bills and liabilities, in- 
curred since Feb. 20, 1858, and prior 
to Feb. 20, 1859, 

*¢ on sundry bills, 

“ the several rations societies for 1859, 

“for services of town officers, 


“pt 
a 


$634 84 


11 40 
654 24 
510 91 
116 88 


512 €3 


309 68 
84 98 
80 82 

214 76 


- $195 76 


16 00 


3 00 


8914 76 


——-—— §3,08'Gae 


17 


Credit. 

Received of William Wecks, . ; 100 00 
the county of Carroll, o89 02 

a James W. Hill, balance on his 
tax list for 1857, . é 223 00 

Re. Isaac N. Fellows, on his tad 
list for 1856, : 109 96 

“ tkernon 8 = Weeki: on his fix 
list for 1858, : 205 75 

S Isaac T. Clarke, on his i list 
for 1859, , F . 1,983 00 

? town of Ossipee, for expense of 
Joseph Moody, ; = 14 82 
- Samuel W. Roberts, liquor agent, 4 00 
literary fund of State Treasurer, 105 56 
- Jonathan Woodman on his notes, 33 00 
4: the Eastern Menagerie, : 8 00 

. William Sawyer, Jr., intérest 
on surplus revenue, ° . * 28 74 

= Isaac Welch, for abatement on 
his tax for 1859, ; ; 5 05 

fg Peter Cook, for calf, at town 
farm, , : : ’ 5 00 
Whole amount received, : : 8,167 24 
& s¢ paid out, . : 3,086 34 

- Leaving a balance in the hands of A. H. 
Sawyer, Treasurer, of . . 80 90 

1860. Debtor. 

Feb. 20. Due the several School Districts 

the interest for the year ending March, 

1860, on $737.50 of the school fund 
borrowed by the town, : . $44 25 


Amount carried forward,.  . - $44 25 
2 


$1,167 24 


18 


Amount brought forward, 

Due the several religious societies the in- 
terest for the year ending March, 1860, 
on $895.97 of the ministerial fund, 
borrowed by the town, 

Due the Methodist Saciden ak part of 
the ministerial fund for the years 1858 
and 1859, : 

Due the several School Dist, ei money 
unexpended in 1859. 

District No. 1, 

66 66 3, a 
cs Cee ete 2 ; , 

Will be due James Tuttle, for balance on 
the services of Peter Cook, as superin- 
tendent of town farm, provided said 
Cook remains on said farm to the 14th 
of April, 1860, and shall perform his 
agreement, 

Will be due Isaac N. Fellows, a he 
settles his tax list for 1856, 

Will be due Algeron §&. Weeks, when he 
settles his tax list for 1858, : 

Will be due Isaac T. Clark, when he 
settles his tax list for 1859, 

Due Dorcas M. Young on Note to Feb. 
20th 1860, : A 

Due Adam Brown about, j 
‘* George L. Wentworth on Note, 

‘¢ John L. Wiggins, Ht oatciee 
“* William Weeks on Note of 
$100, and 10 months interest, 


&44 25 


53 73 
53 82 


65 88 
22, 84 
15 26 


$1,146 30 


19 


Credit. 


By money due the town of Wakefield from 
Jonathan Woodman, principal and in- 
terest on notes payable to Daniel Brack- 
ett, guardian for Daniel Quimby, am’t to $242 00 
From Isaac N. Fellows, on his list for 1856, 44 30 
“¢ AlgernonS. Weeks, “ “ “ 1858, 58 00 
“ Isaac T. Clark, 6 6 1859, =—8.44 85 


“¢ the County of Carroll, . . . 15108 
“ Alvah Buzzell, 2 eee T 00 
“ Samuel W. Roberts, for ieaote A on 

hand and sold by barn ‘ 61 67 


“ Alvah H. Sawyer, Treasurer, for 1859, 80 90 


S989 80 


—_— 


Dr. Amount due from the town, : $1,146 30 
Cr. = “ the town, . . . 989 80 
Leaving a balance against the town of $156 60 
exclusive of debt due the ministerial 
and school fund, which is $1,633 47. 


All of which is most respectfully submitted, by 


ALBRA WEN awe, | Selectmen of 


ALVAH H. SAWYER, Wakefield 


JOSHUA BROOKS, 


Feb. 20,1860. We, the subseribers, Auditors for the town of 
Wakefield, have carefully examined the foregoing accounts of the 
Selectmen for the year 1859, and find them correctly cast and 
well vouched, 


AMASA COPP, 
HIRAM PAUL, Auditors. 
DANIEL BRACKETT, 


20 


Statement of Town Indebtedness, including seas Bills. 
Balance due from the town, as per foregoing 
report audited, . : : . 156 50 
For land taken for road, eifnaten at ; 20 00 
“printing town accounts and abatements, 60 00 
‘¢ contingencies, . ; : : . 2000 


Showing the actual debt to be : « $256 50 
exclusive of the funded debt, before 
stated, to the ministerial and school fund. 


Amount paid for support of paupers, from Feb. 20, 1859, to Feb. 
20, 1860: 

Amount paid out, ‘ “ : : $510 91 

Due the Superintendent, ; ‘ : 244 94 

Interest on the estimated value of town farm 


and stock, . ; aterisy § |, 
—— $830 85 


—— 


Amount received from town farm, and for the support of pau 
pers, for the year ending February 20, 1860: 


Received of Peter Cook, for calf, : : 5 90 
Due from the County of Carroll, . ; 151 08 
“« « Jonathan Woodman, on Daniel 


Quimby’s notes, ; - . (295 


———— 239 13 
Showing the actual amount for the support Fa 
of paupers to be . : : : ; $591 72 
Paupers’ Names, at Alms House. 

MALES. AGE. FEMALES. AGE. 
Daniel Quimby, *- . . T4 Mehitable Quimby, . 54 
James Quimby, . . . . 65 Sally Hodgdon,. . . 60 
Nathaniel Burbank, . . 53 Mary Wentworth, . 49 


Asa Hutchins. 


21 


List of Surveyors of Highways in Wakefield, for 1859, with the 
several delinquencies, so far as they have made returns pursuant 
to a vote of the the town March, 1859: 


Dist. No. 


“ec 


a“ 


“cc 


hk 


Charles Moulton, the whole amount 
worked out. 

Otis Wiswell, whole amount worked 
out. 

James Tuttle, due from Haven N. 
Cook, 

Peter Cook, all worked ote 

John Garin 2d, all worked out. 

Henry Chase, cs - = 

Noah Horn, due from Isaac Welch, 

Samuel F. Cummings, due from Daniel 
H. Sanborn, : 

Andrew J. Robinson, all wipred out. 

Phineas J. Weeks, due from Joseph H. 
Allen 2d, : 

Phineas J. Weeks, due ae phan 
Weeks, ; ; 

Nathaniel Meserve, no eerie 

James L. Libbey, all worked out. 

James Young, no return. 

James T. Spinney, no return. 

Samuel B. Ames, “ * 

Charles Dore, chau SES 

Alpheus Nutter, “ “ 

George Gage, all worked out. 

Simon Fernald, no return. : 

Ebenezer Garvin,“ ‘ 

Josiah Wiggin, “ 

Frederick Waldron, no return. 

Charles W. Page, “ + 

Samuel H. Smith, all worked out. 

Daniel Horn, no return. 

Joseph Titcomb, no return. 

Jonathan Gileane: all worked out. 


96 


1 01 


96 


96 


20 


Dist. No. 


66 6G 


a4 G6 


28. 
29. 


30. 
81. 


32, 


22 


Samuel G. Wentworth, no return. 

George F. Gilman, due from Asaph 
Gilman, 

George I’. Gilman, die aera Gouree 
W. Came, . 

George F. Gilman, ane Seti iste 
H. Junkins, . 3 ; 

George F. Gilman, due fat ene P: 
Witham, ; 

Stephen D. Hutchins, no Mia 

Hubartus Neal, due from Luther C. 
Perry, 


Hubartus Neal, Hide ast Taoen 


Perry, : 
Hubartus Neal, aes he Satchel 


Weeks, e e Cri e 6 6 


Hiram Jones, no return. 


407 


1 76 


50 


96 


3 00 


96 


1 00 


BS PO. RT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF WAKEFIELD, 


FOR THE YEAR 1859-60. 


—_————$ $$ 


The disbursement of the amount of money appropriated to the 
support of District Schools, has been certified by other agents of 
the town. It becomes the duty of the Superintending School 
Committee, in presenting his Annual Report, to certify for the 
equivalent received by the town, for the expenditure of that 
amount. | 

This we regard as a difficult duty,—not merely because it is a 
familiar work, in which there are no novelties to inspire the im- 
agination and arrest attention ; not because the work performed 
for the town is, in its nature, destitute of interest. There is, we 
are assured, no other work in which human agency is ever em- 
ployed, except that which was commenced in the mission of the 
Son of God, of such indescribable importance. Look at it in an 
extended view, and who can make a just estimate of the interests 
it involves? ‘To the care of teachers in the Primary Schools now 
established in every part of the land, the instruction of a whole 
generation is intrusted. There are indeed, among all these 
swarming multitudes, whose minds like tender buds of spring, 
under genial influences, are beginning to expand and bloom, no 
infant kings and queens — kings are not born in the land of the 
free. There are none of a favored class, who may be marked by 
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some family distinction, for high attainments, and elevated sta- 
tions. The genius of our noble system of education is such that 
a reward is offered to merit and not to rank. Some rise from 
families that are comparatively obscure and destitute of wealth, 
to the most honorable and useful stations. But there are among 
these youthful aspirants, presidents and statesmen, governors and 
judges, and candidates for all the offices that are sustained in the 
government of the nation, and in the church of God. - No one 
can now predict who will be the most successful competitors in 
the race before them ; but all in this mass of youthful adventurers 
are pressing their way to stations in which they will be required 
to act an honorable part. Could their destinies be limited by 
their earthly mission, it would seem hardly possible to attach too 
much importance to their proper education. But intelligent 
minds, with an inextinguishable thirst for knowledge, and with 
capacities for high attainments in moral virtue, cannot be limited 
in their aspirings, by things that areearthly. In their very struc- 
ture there is infixed the stamp of immortality. They all have an 
endless destination. And, if in their course of education, they 
are to receive moral as well as intellectual cultivation, and be fit- 
ted not only for their relations to the present world, but be train- 
ed for that higher life above the stars of God,—then truly, teach- 
ers are performing a responsible work. It is a work full of inter- 
est, when limited to a town or smaller community. It promotes 
intelligence and virtue in families, and confers the richest bless- 
ings in all the relations of life. The enterprise for which we ne- 
gotiate has inherent claims. Its progress can never cease to 
awaken the liveliest interest in all good citizens. _ 

But our duty is regarded as difficult, because the work per- 
formed for the town in the District Schools, was accomplished by a 
variety of agencies ; and with our best endeavors and most impar- 
tial intentions, we may not be able to accredit to each the measure 
of reward that is due; and, too, because we cannot make an esti- 
mate of the equivalent received for money expended, in a material, 
palpable reality, like the gold that glitters and is coveted. By 
the operations of the schools the town is enriched in intellectual 
and moral wealth, and there is no combination of Arabic charac- 
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ters, by which the amount can be accurately computed. We 
can, however, give the assurance that we have accredited to the 
town — not, indeed, so large an amount as we could desire, but 
what we regard as a full return for the appropriation made, and 
we have seen it invested in such a way, that under proper care, 
and with further appropriations, it will, we think, prove to be as 
good stock as any other, of which the town holds possession. 
This will be seen in a brief notice of the several schools that have 
been in operation during the year. 


District No. 1. 


The Summer school, kept by Miss Mary A. Smith, was thought 
to be commenced in a well regulated and prosperous state, when 
visited by the Committee. No notice was given of its close, and 
therefore the school was not examined. It was the first trial of 
anew teacher. It is believed that she gave general satisfaction. 
Some measures were devised by the citizens of this district, dur- 
ing the Fall, to improve the condition of their school-house, and 
repairs were commenced,—but, for want of sufficient means, the 
work was not completed ; as no room could be obtained for the 
accommodation of the school, the district have been deprived of a 
Winter school. 

It is a fixed fact that,‘‘ the Union must be preserved” in a 
school district, as well as in the nation, if the district would have 
a prosperous school. Summer school, length, 8 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars 19; average attendance 13. 


District No. 2. 


The Summer school was kept by Miss Emily A. Wingate. 

This school has been subjected to the inconveniences and an- 
noyances resulting from moveable seats and benches during anoth- 
er year, but it has made commendable progress. Miss Wingate 
performed her duty with persevering interest and fidelity, and 
with a good degree of success. The general improvement of her 
school was good. j 

The Winter school was kept by Mr. G. F. Hobbs. It was sus- 
tained in active and successful operation through the whole term. 
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The teacher, by his promptness, his energy, and his skilful 
methods of imparting instruction, awakened in his pupils an earn- 
est interest in their pursuit after knowledge. 

The very manifest improvement of the school was creditable to 
the teacher and his scholars. Several in the first class in Algebra 
made unusual progress. 

At the commencement of this school, a Lyceum was organized, 
which, it was thought, had a good influence. The teacher and a 
part of his pupils took an active interest in its exercises. Sum- 
mer school, length 12 weeks. Whole number of scholars 35; av- 
erage attendance 29. Winter school, length 12 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars 84; average attendance, 29. 


District No. 3. 


This district had but one term, commencing in the Summer 
and continuing into Fall. Though subjected to various inconve- 
niences in a private room, it was a profitable school. The teacher, 
Miss Ada A. Wentworth, has taught in different parts of the 
town, for several years, and has earned the reputation of a good 
teacher. Her school was found in a well ordered and interesting 
state, and afforded very ood evidence of progress. Summer 
school, length, 11 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 14; aver- 
age attendance, 10. 


District No. 4. 


Teacher of summer term, Miss Susan A. Moulton. Miss Moul- 
ton performed her duty with an earnest interest in the improve- 
ment of her scholars and with success. A part of this school 
were irregular in attendance, as usual,—but those who were con- 
stant, made good improvement. 

Teacher of Winter school, Mr. Benjamin Hobbs. His efforts 
in behalf of his pupils were limited to a brief space, but they re- 
sulted in their advancement. His school, when visited, was 
found in a progressive state, and afforded very commendable evi- 
dence of improvement, for so short a school. Summer school, 
length, 6 weeks; whole number of scholars 22; average attend- 
ance 138. Winter school, length, 61-3 weeks. Whole number 
of scholars, 25; average attendance, 18. ; 
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District No. 5. 


The Summer school was kept by Miss Eliza A. Horne. Miss 
Horne has taught this school two summers in succession. She 
manifested a very kind interest in her scholars, and the school 
made improvement; but it is thought that a little more rigorous 
discipline is essential to the highest prosperity of a school. 

The Winter school was kept by Mr. A. W. Sibley. This is a 
large school, and requires untiring effort and skill to keep it in 
active and successful operation. It was found in a well regulat- 
ed condition when first visited, though too much crowded in so 
small a house. There was evidence at the last examination, that 
the teacher had been diligent and successful in his duty, and that 
his pupils had been studious. Some scholars in this school mani- 
fost a strong desire for improvement, and make very good pro- 
gress, for their advantages. Several had received private instruc- 
tion from their teacher in penmanship, and made unusual progress 
in that art. The general progress and order of the school were 
good. 

The teacher of this school, at the request of his scholars, met 
with them one evening in a week, and adopted the form of a Ly- 
ceum, for their improvement in declaiming, writing composition, 
and other exercises. Summer school, length, 7 weeks; whole 
number of scholars, 38; average attendance, 27. Winter school, 
length, 8 2-3 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 52; average at- 
tendance, 41. : 


District No. 6. 


The Summer school was kept by Mr. Eli W. Seward. He com- 
menced the term in a feeble state of health, and after performing 
the duties of the teacher with much interest and success four 
weeks, he was obliged, on account of a hemorrhage of the lungs, 
to bring it to a close. He kept'an excellent school. We trust 
" that his pupils will cherish a grateful remembrance of his faithful 
counsels, and his earnest endeavors to promote their highest good. 

The Winter school was kept by Mr. Monroe A. Burbank. At 
the commencement of the term there were indications of success, 
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and it was hoped that the teacher’s work might be performed 
with increasing skill; but this expectation was somewhat disap- 
pointed at the last examination. For want of certain qualifica- 
tions, including aptness to teach and explain what is intricate, 
skill to lay out work for a school, and ability to awaken and sus- 
tain an active interest, there was, to say the least, a partial fail- 
ure. This teacher invented a method of his own for keeping his 
register, for which we have no key. The whole number of his 
scholars are marked as absent from the school every day of the 
term, except afew who were tardy. We think that a portion of 
the school made improvement. ‘This district has a private school 
now in opperation, under the care of a new teacher. Summer 
school, length 4 1-3 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 30 ; aver- 
age attendance, 22. Winter school, length, 8 1-2 weeks; whole 
number of scholars, 43; average attendance, 35. 


District No. 7. 


Teacher of Summer school, Miss Eliza A. Hill. Miss Hill is 
a, well qualified and experienced teacher ; the school was short 
but profitable. Good discipline was maintained, and the instruc- 
tion communicated was thorough and accurate. The progress of 
the school was very creditable. 

Teacher of Winter school, Miss L. Maria Mason. The precis- 
ion and order which prevailed in the exercises of this school at its 
commencement, furnished evidence that the teacher was familiar 
with her work. The awakened interest which was then apparent, 
was well sustained, and resulted in evidence of very good im- 
provement. Summer school, length, 6 weeks; whole number of 
scholars, 19; average attendance, 17. Winter school, length, 8 
weeks ; whole number of scholars, 28; average attendance, 20. 4 


District No. 8. 


Teacher of Summer school, Mrs. Laura A. Hill. Mrs. Hill has 
taught two terms in this district before, with good success. Her 
school was an example of punctuality, promptness and good or- 
der. The improvement was very good. 

The Winter school was kept by Miss Sarah E. Sanborn. She 
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manifested a deep interest in behalf of her pupils, and was suc- 
cessful in awakening in them a desire to improve. The progress 
of the school was good. The scholars in this small school are 
principally young, but under the care of good teachers, and pa- 
rents who manifest an increasing interest and liberality in their 
behalf, the school cannot fail to maintain a progressive state. 
Summer school, length, 8 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 10; 
average attendance, 9. Winter school, length, 101-2 weeks. 
whole number of scholars, 15; average attendance, 12. 


District No. 9. 


The Summer school was kept by Miss Susan M. Stevens. The 
present state of the school is such that the teacher who enlists in 
its service has work to perform. Miss Stevens toiled with unwea- 
ried patience and fidelity —and with good success. The aver- 
age progress of her school was good. 

The Winter school was kept by Mr. John Tredick. This was 
the first school taught by Mr. Tredick, in a district that reports a 
number equal to the largest school intown. At the commence- 
ment of the term the Committee felt a deep interest in behalf of 
the teacher, and had hope that his first trial would be made suc- 
cessfully ; but we cannot accredit to this school a full measure of 
prosperity. It sometimes happens that college students even, 
who have made some desirable attainments above what is requir- 
ed for the common school, especially those who commenced the 
study of the classics young, when they first engage in teaching, 
are found wanting in a thorough knowledge of the minutie of 
their own mother tongue, and that they cannot readily write, 
“ Quod erat demonstrandum,’ under all the problems of com- 
mon arithmetic. When it is so, itis absolutely essential to the 
success of a teacher, that he should take hold of his work with 
earnest application, and keep in advance of his pupils. It is of 
vital importance that definite, and thorough instruction should be 
given in the rudiments of education. 

This school comprises a class of active children and youth, 
whose wants will make a constant demand on the patience, and 
wisdom and skill of the teacher who has become familiar with the 
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duties of the school-room. Summer school, length, 8 weeks. 
Whole number of scholars, 48; average attendance, 43. Winter 
school, length, 9 weeks; whole number of scholars, 52; average 
attendance, 40, 


DISTRICT No. 10. 


Teacher of Summer school, Miss Mercie A. Cotton. Miss Cot- 
ton had taught in this district before, and had secured the confi- 
dence of parents, and the love and respect of the children. Her 
duty was discharged with an increased interest and faithfulness. 
The progress of the school was good. | 

Teacher of Winter school, Miss Marie E. Gilman. Miss Gil- 
man had also the advantage of a previous acquaintance with her 
school. It was successfully renewed. The exercises of the 
school were sustained with active energy, and instruction was 
communicated with accuracy. The order and progress of the 
school were very creditable. This district prolonged their Sum- 
mer school, by giving the board of their teacher. Summer 
school, length, 10 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 18; average 
attendance, 15. Winter school, length, 6 weeks; whole number 
of scholars, 17; average attendance, 18. 


District No. 11. 


Teacher, Miss Martha M. Hurd. Miss Hurd is a young teac h 
er, who made her first effort in teaching in this school. At the 
commencement of the Summer term, the indications of prompt 
ness, aptness to teach, and ability to govern, raised the expecta- 
tion of good success. The Summer school was closed without no- 
tice ; and after a short vacation a Fall term was commenced, and 
this was also closed without notice ; the school was not therefore 
examined. We have, however, been assured by the Prudential 
Committee, that the teacher gave general satisfaction, and that the 
improvement of her pupils was very good. Summer school, 
leneth, 10 weeks; whole number of scholars, 12; average attend- 
ance, 9. Fall school, length, 8 weeks ; whole number of scholars, 
11; average attendance, 9. Whole number of scholars attending 
the Summer schools, 265; average attendance, 207. Whole num- 
ber of scholars attending the Winter schools, including nine dis- 
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tricts, 277; average attendance, 222. The whole amount appro 
priated for the support of schools during the year, is $734 18. 
The whole number of scholars in the schools, 361. Average 
amount for each scholar, $2.03, This estimate will be increased 
a little by what is paid for the support of private schools, and 
by gratuitous aid, by which some schools were prolonged. 

Your Committee think, that in these various operations of the 
public schools during the year, there has been an average 
amount of good results, and we are assured, too, on every review, 
that the most enthusiastic admirer of our system has never yet 
attached too much importance to the agencies by which the best 
interests of the town are so successfully promoted. ‘True, there 
is still evidence that our schools have not altogether attained to 
a state of perfection. That may never be expected. The work 
of the schools is a work that is never done, but is always accumu- 
lating on our hands. Like the face of society, the school is ever 
changing ; some pass away, others come to be initiated for a new 

experiment. In this necessity for change and imperfection, the 
- philanthropist finds cause for redoubled effort. In our annual 
survey, wo have marked faults and deficiencies and discomforts 
that need a remedy ; but of these we will not now speak — nor 
will we remonstrate with the parsimony that in some instances 
suspends or impedes the operations of schools. It is in the pow- 
er of teachers and parents to apply a remedy for all the evils that 
now infest the schools. The faithful discharge of their duties 
would, we think, create for them all the patronage they so much 
need. We would not, indeed, make an unreasonable demand of 
teachers. ‘heir work at best, is a difficult work. Our sympa- 
thies are enlisted in their behalf; and when we find evidence that 
they bring to it good arinbations: and perform it with success, 
we do involuntarily and from the heart, thank them. They are 
benefactors. But we should fail in the discharge of our duty did 
we not continue to urge on the attention of teachers the impor- 
tance of the best possible preparation for their work. Old teach- 
ers need to replenish their stock of knowledge and burnish the 
armor in which they have performed such an important service; 
and new ones should prepare themselves to meet the demands of 
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the age. They should not only make good intellectual attain- 
ments, and clothe themselves with moral virtues, but improve the 
best opportunity offered to learn the art of teaching. Only one 
of the teachers employed in our winter schools attended the 
County Institute, held in an adjoining town during the Fall. 
That teacher returned to the care of his school with quickened 
energies, and discharged his duty, we think, with better success, 
in consequence of such a preparation. Some of our teachers had, 
it is true, enjoyed advantages that are more than an equivalent, 
and some others had secured such advantages during past years, 
but the largest proportion have never attended the Institute. It 
was established for their special benefit, and they need its advan- 
tages. In our relation to teachers, we have been interested in 
observing some variety in the manner in which their duty is per- 
formed, and in marking the different results. And we have an in- 
creasing conviction of the importance of an active, energetic and 
earnest method of teaching. We do not mean by this, a hurried 
manner, in which the prescribed exercises of the school may be 
passed over, at the expense of all precision and accuracy; but we 
mean a prompt, yet definite and deliberate manner, in which the 
interest felt by the teacher is communicated to his pupils. This 
makes their duty a pleasant exercise instead of a grievous task. 

In his calling, the teacher must work, and his pupils must be 
required to work. ‘This is an unalterable condition of success. 
After all the boasted improvements of the age, there is no royal 
road to the high attainments in knowledge. He who would gain 
the highest eminence, must take the path in which so many have 
faltered, and ascend it by patient toil. The teacher needs wisdom 
to do his work aright, and give a right direction to minds that 
must be learned to toil. But we do not yet believe that there is 
any danger in requiring of children and youth, especially of the 
children that live upon the granite hills, and that breathe the 
mountain air of New Hampshire, more active exertion in the pur- 
suit of knowledge. The mind and body both, are strengthened 
by toil. 

Nor we do not believe that there is any real danger in com- 
mencing this work at an early age. There are opposite extremes, 
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and both should be avoided. The inquisitive minds of children 
will be filled with something, and it is infinitely better that they 
should be pre-occupied with useful instruction, than become con- 
taminated with evil. Let the teacher understand how to combine 
the elements of instruction, and impart them in due proportion, 
and there is no cause to apprehend danger. 

The period of youth is a brief space. The schools are short— 
much must be accomplished, if accomplished at all, in a limited 
time. Minds that are sluggish need to be aroused; the active 
need to be sustained and directed. 

The teacher, who has acquired a thorough knowledge of the 
rudiments of learning, and become so familiar with first princi- 
ples, that he can be himself the book, and multiply questions on 
all the different studies of the school, will awaken curiosity, and 
a habit of investigation, and inspire a love for improvement. 
That teacher can do much more for the advancement of his pupils, 
than one who falters on this ground. This example of earnest 
effort, will give an impetus to minds that will become capable of 
surmounting difficulties. 

But the teacher needs, too, some knowledge of the peculiar na- 
ture of his work. He may not indeed be required, like the 
naturalist, to make a skilful analysis of all the specimens of hu- 
manity that are committed to him for inspection and cultivation ; 
but he needs to understand so much about their delicate structure, 
as to know that there will be required some different appliances 
in the process by which their latent energies are to be developed 
and matured,— that in some, the elements are so mixed up, that 
they should be subjected only to the law of kindness. In them, a 
little encouragement, a word of kindness, may prove like ‘the 
seed dropped by the wayside, which springs up a flower ;” the 
loveliest plants are sometimes bruised and deformed by the rough 
hand of the cultivator. 

Who can fully appreciate the importance of this work? The 
artist, who, while chiseling his marble, sought, with unwearied 
patience and exquisite skill, in his nightly toils, to give a perfect 
expression to every lineament in the mere form of humanity ; 
claimed that he was “‘working for immortality.” The teacher, in 
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the faithful performance of his work, is preparing, not the cold 
form of ennobling virtues, to stand as an object of admiration ; 
but he is shaping, in all its symmetrical proportions, the living 
reality, that shallbreathe, and speak, and act, with the high pur- 
pose of an intelligent agent, in the most responsible relations. 
His work shall endure when the marble has crumbled’ to dust. 
What varied endowments, then, ought to be combined in the qual- 
ifications of teachers? Truly, in performing a work in which 
they will make impressions on tablets, from which they can never 
be effaced, they need something more than a semblance of moral 
virtue. They will teach by example, whether they desire it or 
not. It should be an example of what is lovely and true. 

It might be assumed, from the relation of parents, that they 
should feel a deep interest in the proper management of the 
schools. We are happy to say that the interest manifested by 
visiting schools, has increased during a few past years. The 
number of visits made the last year by citizens and others, not in- 
cluding committees, is 124. A due proportion of these were visits 
of parents. This awakened interest has been manifested in several 
districts — not indeed, in a disposition to find fault, and make the 
teacher’s task difficult,— and not merely in the number of visits, 
but in an earnest solicitude to have their schools sustained under 
the care of good teachers, so that their children may be well ed- 
ucated. If it is continued, it cannot fail to be attended with the 
happiest results. In time past, there has been a strange neglect 
of duty on the part of parents, and in too many instances, it still 
prevails. It is an unpardonable neglect. They, above all other 
persons, ought to feel the deepest interest in the education of 
their children. 

The depressing influence of such a neglect, has extended to 
the schools, but it has been most disastrous-to home education. - 
It commenced in an act of usurpation, by which the primitive cus- 
toms were changed, and the rights of parents were invaded. 
When master tyrannus was turned out of the schools, it began to 
_ be imagined, by some who were wiser than Solomon, that the Pur-: 
itan fathers had been too strict in discipline, and that parental 
authority ought also to be a little relaxed. Such suggestions 
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prevailed, and were understood by children. In an artful process, 
and in little acts of treason, they soon gained control, and claimed 
the right to govern, and so became the heads of the family. They 
carried the spirit of independence into the schools, and when their 
right to govern for themselves there, was called in question, they 
required parents to come to their rescue, and help sustain the re- 
volt. In too many instances, parents have been found willing to 
encourage the rebellion, and so the authority, both of the parent 
and the teacher, has been subverted, and a spirit of insubordination 
has prevailed. Such an unnatural transfer of authority in a di- 
vine institution, has had a widely extended and disastrous influ- 
ence. Even now some attempts are made to sustain a revolt, un- 
der the leadership of Young America, but it cannot succeed. <A 
better order of things has commenced. In many families, the 
right to govern has been surrendered back to parents. The cus- 
toms of better days have, to some extent, been restored, so that 
in many families and schools the repulsive yes and no have been 
exchanged for epithets that are more indicative of a subordinate 
spirit. A new era has commenced, but it is not fully introduced, 
Very much needs to be accomplished for the cause of education in 
the home department. Here the education of children ordinarily 
commences under the guardianship and instruction of parents. 
Here it ought to commence ; and when it is thoroughly and faith- 
fully commenced here, it will be watched with an intense interest, 
when it is transferred to the care of teachers in the district 
school. 

There are considerations of absorbing interest, that admonish 
parents to be faithful while yet their children may be gathered in 
the sacred inclosure where good instruction can be imparted with 
the surest prospect of success. Their duty is enforced by the 
authoritative command, “ teach them diligently,” by precept and 
example. It is an eventful age. They must be prepared for a 
high destination, or meet a fearful disaster. Who can look at 
the necessities of the rising race without anxious thought? 
When the cause of education is advancing in every direction, and 
all the enterprises designed for the improvement of the race, are 
urged forward by unwonted agencies, there are antagonistic forces 
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at work that accumulate power for evil. There are wicked de- 
vices formed out and practiced with consummate skill. There are 
seductions of error, and temptations of vice, multiplied in a thou- 
sand forms. These all must be met by the youthful generation. 
Shall they be met with a successful resistance? Let parents an- 
swer it. Let it be pondered by those, that toil to weariness, and 
try inventions to provide for their children an earthly inheritance, 
while they neglect their education at home, and suffer the schools 
to languish for want of their sympathy and patronage. Their 
hoarded treasures may be scattered like chaff before the wind, 
and become the occasion of ruin to their children. When parents 
make a higher estimate of a little silver and gold, than they do 
of the good education of their children, they commit a dangerous 
mistake, in which their example may teach that covetous love of 
money which shall -become the root of all evil, and blight the 
very soul. | 

There is work on the hands of parents. It should fill their 
hearts, —it should be commenced anew at home, and continued 
as an auxiliary to the work of the public teacher. When parents 
do this with an earnest purpose, they will renew their demand for 
teachers who will have respect to the requirements of law, and 
“teach the principles of morality and religion.” ‘ Education” 
is not “religion,” but instruction in the principles of religion is 
an essential part of education. When it is communicated with 
all the wisdom and skill of parent and teacher combined, it needs 
to be bedewed with heavenly grace, and vitalized with an etherial 
breath. 

We have made a more particular reference to the duty of 
parents and teachers, because their agency is so direct, and so ab- 
solutely essential in all that needs to be done for the improve- 
ment of the schools. We will hold them responsible for more 
thorough teaching, — for better order and discipline, and for the 
correction of various irregularities and evils that encumber their — 
operations. But the responsibility does not rest exclusively on 
them. There is some appropriate part in the work to be done» 
for every citizen. If the youthful generation are well prepared 
to meet the demands of the age, our district schools must receive 


37 


the sympathy and patronage of the whole community. They are 
accomplishing in their annual operations, a work of vast impor- 
tance. 

When the patriot, who watches the signs of the times, discovers 
indications in the disturbed forces of society and government that 
betoken danger to our civil institutions, what other objects of 
public interest are more worthy of a liberal patronage from the 
rich and the honorable? The active minds that are now ina 
course of preparation for coming conflicts, will negotiate for their 
preservation amid scenes of fearful interest. The work in which 
the rising race are to be prepared for such responsibilities, should 
be well sustained and faithfully performed. It must be hastened, 
for even now they are pressing on the footsteps of the generation 
that are passing away. 

NATHANIEL BARKER, 
Superintending School Committee of Wakefield. 


Wakefield, Feb. 24, 1860. 


